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The Fall 2011 Semester brought several notable 
“firsts” to Florida A&M University College of Law – 
highlighting accomplishment of the entire law school 
community. 
The semester kicked off with our Student Bar 
Association President gaining national recognition as 
the first person from a Historically Black College or 
University (HBCU) law school to serve as National 
Chair of the American Bar Association (ABA) Law 
Student Division. Tremaine Reese, a third-year law 
student, assumed the prestigious position in September, 
becoming the fourth African-American to serve in that 
capacity. Reese traveled to Canada for his installation 
ceremony and later toured the nation representing the 
42,000-member organization and FAMU College of 
Law.
Also in September, the FAMU College of Law hosted its 
first golf tournament. Presented by Turner Construction, 
the Inaugural Par for the Bar Golf Tournament was held 
at the exclusive Grand Cypress Golf Club, drawing 
more than 100 players and supporters. The event raised 
critical funds for law school scholarships, programs 
and activities. It also provided a great opportunity for 
students, faculty and administrators to network with 
law firms, major corporations and alumni. The event 
was so well received that plans are underway to host 
the second golf tournament very soon.
In addition, we hosted the Second Annual Environmental 
Law and Justice Symposium, but the first with a truly 
international appeal. With a theme of Green Justice 
for All: International and Comparative Dimensions 
of Environmental Justice, the two-day symposium 
featured speakers from Kenya, Israel, Philippines and 
Brazil. Tackling key issues that ranged from the impact 
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FAMU Lawyer Newsletter, Winter 2012, Volume 9, Number 1 - Cover Photos (top to bottom): The Honorable E.C. Perry, Florida Supreme Court Justice, 
administered the Oath of Professionalism to College of Law first-year students during Fall 2011 Orientation; College of Law second- and third-year student 
volunteers at Fall 2011 Orientation; Valerie Hendriex, vice president, Senior Community Development Officer at Wells Fargo (third from right) presented a 
check to the College of Law (see page 10 for details); The Office of Career Planning and Placement’s Brown Bag Luncheon, held in conjunction with the Black 
Law Student Association and Northwestern Mutual, featured alumni Kamilah Jolly (‘07), Skinner Louis (‘10), and Ronald Nesbitt (‘11), along with Todd Bryant 
from Northwestern Mutual, who provided insight on  entering solo practice after graduation.
The College of Law welcomed American Bar Association 
President William T. (Bill) Robinson, III, in late November 
2011.  According to the ABA website, throughout his forty year 
career, Robinson has been a volunteer leader in his profession 
and in his community.  He has been active in the Association 
for more than 25 years in various leadership roles, including 
three years as ABA treasurer, eight years on the ABA Board of 
Governors and nine years as Kentucky State Delegate on the 
ABA Nominating Committee.  While visiting the College of 
Law, he met with faculty members and addressed students.
ABA’s Robinson Visits College of  Law
of climate change to the impact of coal-fired power 
plants, the symposium showcased experts from around 
the world, on the main campus in Tallahassee and at 
the law school. 
Take note of these achievements and others as you 
browse this publication. And, be prepared to learn 
of more great feats as the FAMU College of Law 
continues its mission of educating tomorrow’s lawyers 
and leaders.
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A host of family members and invited guests witnessed 
the installment of 22 new members into Law Review 
at the College of Law on Friday, September 23, 2011. 
The event took place in the law school’s Ceremonial 
Moot Courtroom.
The FAMU Law Review represents some of the 
brightest legal minds the College of Law has to offer, 
providing a vehicle for academic publishing in the 
field of law.  Students selected for law review are in 
the top percentage of their respective classes, and/or 
demonstrate a high level of research and writing skills. 
Law Review members assist with the production of 
the Florida A&M University Law Review, a student-
edited periodical that seeks to generate knowledge and 
progressively contribute to the development of law.
The program included remarks from Dean LeRoy 
Pernell, current members of the Law Review editorial 
board, and a keynote address delivered by The 
Honorable Faye Allen, County Judge, Ninth Judicial 
Circuit Court of Florida.
The 22 new members pinned, who are either second-year 
day, or third-year evening program students, included: 
Erin Bartholomew-Cook, David Berman, Denise 
Cespedes, Joshua Day, Jennifer Druffel, Stacy 
Fallon, Phillip Guerra, Dana Heydorn, Andrew 
Irvin, Kyle Lee, Daniel Lewis, Josh Martell, Leslee 
Dennis McMorris, Steven Miller, Ryan Murphy, 
Jeff Nuckols, Thu Pham, Patrick Rajasingam, 
Ta’Ronce Stowes, Courtnie Swearingen, Robinson 
Keith Ustler, and LaSharonte Williams.
Law Review Welcomes New Members for 2011-2012
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Tremaine Reese, a third-year College of Law 
student, assumed the position of National Chair of 
the American Bar Association (ABA) Law Student 
Division (LSD) during the ABA Annual Meeting 
in Toronto, Canada in September, becoming the 
first National Chair from an HBCU law school, 
and the fourth African-American to lead the more 
than 42,000-member division.  Reese is also 
the 2011-2012 Student Bar Association (SBA) 
President.
The ABA LSD National Chair serves as the 
primary voice and face of the ABA LSD.  The 
duties include administering a nearly $2 million 
budget with the Treasurer; executing the missions 
and goals of the Division; chairing the ABA LSD 
Board of Governors meetings; and leading the 
organization’s annual lobbying delegation to the 
United States Congress.
College of  Law Student Makes ABA History in 2011
FACULTY
LA
W
 F
A
C
U
LT
Y
 A
C
T
IV
IT
Y
The College of Law has continued to assemble a 
strong faculty with individuals who are nationally 
and internationally renowned, and highly regarded in 
legal education.  Through their quality teaching, legal 
scholarship and expertise, College of Law faculty 
remain committed to the educational and professional 
growth of the student and the legal community.  Here 
is a partial listing of recent College of Law faculty 
scholarship:
Associate Professor Deleso Alford: 
“Examining the “Stick” of Accreditation for Medical 
Schools through Reproductive Justice Lens: A 
Transformative Remedy for Teaching the Tuskegee 
Syphilis Study,” 26 J. Civ. Rts & Econ. Dev.__ 
(forthcoming, 2012); 
Associate Professor Nicola Boothe-Perry:
“Enforcement of Law Schools Non-Academic Codes: 
A Necessary Step Towards Professionalism?”  89 Neb. 
L. Rev. 635 (2011).
Associate Professor Patricia Broussard: 
Case Study, THE A-Z GUIDE TO FEDERAL 
EMPLOYMENT LAWS FOR THE SMALL 
BUSINESS OWNER, by Shannon Johnson with Berit 
Everhart, Atlantic Publishing Group, Inc., (2011);  
Associate Professor Jeffrey Brown: 
“Benevolent Assistance or Bureaucratic Burden: 
Promoting Effective Haitian Reconstruction, Self-
Governance and Human Rights under the Right  to 
Development,” 6 Intercultural H.R. Law Rev. 209 
(2011);
Associate Professor Ann Marie Cavazos: 
“Beware of Wooden Nickels: The Paradox of Florida’s 
Legislative Overreaction in the Wake of Kelo,” 13 U. 
PA. J Bus. L. 3, (2011);
Associate Professor John Duncan: 
“A Hypothetical Postulate for the Polemic of 
Extraordinary Rendition Vis-a-vis the Paradigm of 
Asymmetric Warfare,” 27 Connecticut Journal of 
International Law 29 (2011); 
Professor Darryll Jones: 
BEYOND ECONOMIC EFFICIENCY IN UNITED 
STATES TAx LAW (with D. Brennen and K. Brown, 
eds. Forthcoming, Aspen 2012).
Professor Jeremy Levitt: 
ILLEGAL PEACE?: AN INQUIRY INTO THE 
LEGALITY OF POWER-SHARING WITH 
AFRICAN WARLORDS AND REBELS (Cambridge 
University Press, Cambridge, UK, 2012);  
Assistant Professor Maritza Reyes:  
“Constitutionalizing Immigration Law: The Vital 
Role of Judicial Discretion in the Removal of Lawful 
Permanent Residents, __ Temple L.Rev. __ (forthcoming 
2012);
Associate Professor Jennifer Smith: 
“Mortgage Foreclosures, Mortgage Morality, and Main 
Street: What’s Really Happening?,” 25 St. John’s J. of 
Civ. Rights & Econ. Dev. ¬¬¬¬525 (2011)(symposium 
piece).
Faculty Scholarship: Recent Books, Presentations and Articles by Law Professors
Assistant Professor Maritza 
Reyes (fifth from left) served 
as a panelist for the Hispanic 
American Law Student 
Association’s 2011 Symposium 
“The Rise of the Latino Lawyer: 
A Discussion of Inspiring 
Successes and Lingering 
Obstacles” in October.
Associate Professor Patricia Broussard 
(left) and Assistant Professor Karin 
Moore (second from left) served as 
panelists for the Black Law Student 
Association’s Troy Davis Community 
Discussion, held in conjunction with 
the Paul C. Perkins Bar Association 
and Omega Psi Phi  Fraternity, Inc., in 
November 2011.
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The College of Law was ranked 17th in the nation for 
providing clinical opportunities by National Jurist 
magazine, beating out other law schools such as 
Harvard, University of Kansas, and all Florida law 
schools.   FAMU’s College of Law is one of only two 
historically black colleges or universities (HBCU) to 
make the list.
The September 2011 issue of the magazine for law 
students ranked the top 20 American Bar Association 
(ABA) law schools based on the total number of full-
time clinical course positions offered per the number 
of full-time students. National Jurist used information 
from the Official Guide to ABA Approved Law Schools, 
2011 and 2012 edition to compile the list. 
 
Public Service Fellows Pro Bono workshops held 
during the Fall semester drew more than 100 College 
of Law students. The workshops offered an overview 
of the benefits of public interest law and pro bono 
work, as well as the impact it has on the community. 
The FAMU Legal Clinic Program and the Florida Bar 
Foundation hosted the event, with various student 
organizations as co-sponsors.
Guest speakers included volunteer attorney Justin 
Seekamp; housing advocate Mira Tanna; intake, 
outreach and community education coordinator Larri 
Thatcher, of the Community Legal Services of Mid-
Florida; and Tim Morgan, a private attorney who also 
performs pro bono work.
College of Law students followed the guest speakers, 
and provided insight on their own experiences with pro 
bono work and the public service fellowship. Second-
year law student Beth Aires discussed her volunteer 
work with legal aid, and challenged FAMU Law students 
to become more active in pro bono and legal services. 
Aires won the Law Student Award of Excellence from 
Legal Aid. Additionally, Public Service Fellows and 
second-year law students Steven Barclay, Hector 
Concepcion and Erin Bartholomew-Cook provided 
insight on their work with Community Legal Services 
of Mid-Florida. 
The public service fellowship is an opportunity 
provided through the Florida Bar Foundation and the 
FAMU Legal Clinic. It enables College of Law students 
to jump head-first into the public interest legal field.
The College of 
Law Legal Clinic 
welcomed Public 
Service Fellows and 
guest speakers with 
the Community Legal 
Services of Mid-
Florida and Legal 
Aid.
Legal Clinic Program Recognition and Pro Bono
To better prepare law students for real-world experienc 
in the practice of law, College of Law third-year students 
responded to an oversight committee  evaluating their 
participation in the Guardian Ad Litem (GAL) Clinic in 
November.
The Guardian Ad Litem clinic focuses on legal advocacy 
on behalf of children, while providing students with a 
strong foundation in lawyering skills and values.  This 
clinic addresses constitutional, statutory, and common 
laws impacting children, including the legal interests 
of parents and the government and the law’s evolving 
conception of children’s rights. Page 5 - FAMU Lawyer Winter 2012
Insight: Guardian Ad Litem Clinic
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The Florida A&M University (FAMU) College of Law 
held the inaugural Par for the Bar Golf Tournament 
on Friday, September 9, 2011.  The event was held 
at the Grand Cypress Golf Resort in south Orlando 
with Turner Construction Company as the presenting 
sponsor.  
The event featured golfers who represent some of the 
largest law firms in Orlando, including Broussard, 
Cullen & Degailler, Dean Mead, GrayRobinson, and 
Greenberg Traurig among others.  Former NBA stars 
and current Orlando Magic Community Ambassador 
Bo Outlaw played as a celebrity guest.
The Par for the Bar Tournament featured prizes for the 
top three teams, with additional prizes for the longest 
drive, closest to the pin and hole-in-one contests on 
designated holes.  The hole-in-one prize was presented 
by Mercedes Benz of South Orlando.  All proceeds 
benefited College of Law scholarships and programs.
Additional sponsors included OR&L Facility Services, 
Sodexo, Brightline Strategies, CenturyLink, Golfsmith, 
Toshiba Business Solutions, Votum Construction, and 
Rolling Green Landcape. 
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The College of Law held the Second Annual 
Environmental Law and Justice Symposium titled 
“Green Justice for All: International and Comparative 
Dimensions of Environmental Justice” on Thursday 
and Friday, November 3-4, 2011.  The symposium was 
co-sponsored by FAMU’s Environment, Development 
& Justice Program in the Center for International Law 
and Justice (CILJ) at the College of Law, and the School 
of the Environment.  The two-day event featured an 
overview of the latest international, national, regional, 
state and local developments in environmental justice. 
Thursday’s session featured Dr. Albert Mumma, 
Senior Lecturer, University of Nairobi Faculty of 
Law, Kenya.  Friday’s keynote speakers included: 
Carlton Waterhouse, Associate Professor of Law, 
Indiana University School of Law; Climbing PoeTree, 
Environmental and Social Justice-Based Performers; 
and Esperanza Garcia, Climate Change Negotiation 
Delegate, Youth Climate Movement Organizer, 
Philippines.
FAMU Professor Richard Gragg, Ph.D., characterized 
the 2nd Annual Environmental Law and Justice 
Symposium as a testament to the institutionalization 
of environmental law and justice at FAMU which 
began in 1998 with the founding of the Center for 
Environmental Equity and Justice in the School of 
the Environment formerly the Environmental Sciences 
Institute.
Other notable speakers and panelists included: Prof. 
John E. Bonine, University of Oregon School of Law, 
Eugene, OR; George Cavros, Esq., Clean Energy Policy 
Consultant, Ft. Lauderdale, FL; Prof. Maria Cristina 
d’Ornellas, Centro Universitario Franciscano, Santa 
Maria, Brazil; Prof. Bibiana Graeff, University of Sao 
Paulo, Sao Paulo, Brazil; E. Leon Jacobs, Jr., Esq., 
William & Jacobs, Tallahassee, FL; Kim Jones, Esq., 
Environmental Protection Agency Region 4, Atlanta, 
GA; Philomena Kebec, Esq., Indian Law Resources 
Center, Washington, D.C.; Prof. Itzchak Kornfeld, 
Esq., The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Mt. 
Scopus, Jerusalem, Israel; Dr. Svitlana Kravchenko, 
University of Oregon School of Law, Eugene, OR; Prof. 
Jingjing Liu, Vermont Law School, South Royalton, 
VT; Seandra Rawls, Alliance for Clean Energy, 
Atlanta, GA; Justine Thompson, Esq., GreenLaw, 
Atlanta, GA; Dr. Kalanithy Vairavamoorthy, Patel 
Center of Global Sustainability, University of South 
Florida; and Prof. Kamille Wolff Dean, Thurgood 
Marshall School of Law, Houston, TX.
“The Second Annual Environmental Law and Justice 
Symposium drew more than 300 attendees to hear 
engaging presentations from experts throughout the 
nation and the world,” said Associate Professor Randall 
Abate, who led a committee to organize the symposium. 
“The symposium’s theme addressed international and 
comparative dimension of environmental justice, 
including topics such as climate justice, impacts to 
indigenous peoples from hydroelectric projects in Brazil, 
and impacts to minority and low-income communities 
from coal-fired power plants in Georgia.  Climbing 
PoeTree, an internationally acclaimed poetry slam duo, 
added an artistic dimension to the symposium theme 
by delivering a mesmerizing and inspiring luncheon 
keynote performance on environmental justice issues 
at the domestic and international levels.”
Bringing the World Together to Address Environmental Concerns
Internationally 
acclaimed slam poetry 
duo “Climbing PoeTree” 
performed during the 
lunch session of the 2nd 
Annual Environmental 
Law and Justice 
Symposium
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The College of Law considers the annual 
Florida Classic event held in Orlando as a 
“homecoming” of sorts for law school alumni. 
Each year during the annual Open House and 
Tailgate event, the College of Law Alumni 
Alliance hosts a Continuing Legal Education 
(CLE) seminar on the law school campus. 
“Communication Skills for the Attorney” 
was held on November 19, 2011, and covered 
various aspects of the communication process 
between attorneys and their clients.  Speakers 
included Professor Joan Bullock, College of 
Law; Dr. James R. Brey (‘05); and Jarian N. 
Lyons, Esq. (‘06).  The course carried 3.5 
CLE credits.
An Environment for Continued Learning
More than 60 College of Law graduates participated in 
the sixth College of Law Swearing-In Ceremony in late 
September 2011.  The event, held in the Ceremonial 
Moot Courtroom, featured participation that more than 
doubled the number from the previous year.
The new attorneys passed the July 2011 Florida Bar 
Exam, where the overall pass rate for FAMU first-
time takers continued to mark improvement.  The 65.3 
percent passage rate was nearly three percentage points 
higher than the July 2010 results, which boasted about 
a 10 percentage point increase from July 2009.  The 
July 2011 results represent the second-highest rate 
achieved in the history of the FAMU College of Law.
The Oath of Attorney was administered before a 
standing-room-only crowd by the Honorable Belvin 
Perry, Jr., Chief Judge, Ninth Judicial Circuit, who 
encouraged the graduates to support the prestige of 
FAMU and the College of Law by giving back.  The 
program also featured remarks from College of Law 
Dean LeRoy Pernell, and Kamilah Jolly, Esq., (‘07), 
then President of the FAMU College of Law Alumni 
Alliance.
Alicia Jackson, FAMU College of Law Academic 
Success and Bar Preparation Director, also took part 
in the ceremony.  Jackson oversees the law school’s 
B.E.S.T. (Bar Exam Success Training) program, which 
helped to drive the increased Bar passing scores among 
participants.
The B.E.S.T. program was instituted at the College of 
Law in 2009 to complement commercial programs by 
incorporating essay writing and multiple-choice exam 
workshops as well as individual training and structured 
study plans.  The program provides support for bar 
preparation in any state.
The College of Law hosts a Swearing-In Ceremony 
days after the results are released for the February 
and July Bar Exams.  All graduates who plan to sit for 
any future Bar Exam as first-time or repeating takers 
are encouraged to contact Alicia Jackson at alicia.
jackson@famu.edu for details on the B.E.S.T. program 
and other reputable bar review courses.
Graduates Return for Oath of  Attorney
The Honorable Belvin 
Perry, Jr., Chief Judge, 
Ninth Judicial Circuit 
(right), administered 
the Oath of Attorney to 
College of Law graduates 
who passed the July 2011 
Florida Bar Exam.
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The College of Law received a $5,000.00 
donation from the Maher Law Firm to 
support its domestic advocacy program.  
Steven Maher, partner with the Maher 
Law Firm, presented a symbolic check to 
College of Law Dean LeRoy Pernell and 
Associate Professor/Advocacy Program 
Advisor William Henslee in October.  The 
advocacy program, including Moot Court, 
promotes the development of law students’ 
oral and written appellate advocacy skills.  
Advocates compete in various intra- and 
interschool advocacy competitions around 
the country.
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College of  Law: Building Foundations for Strong Community Partnerships
Amscot Financial Services Company, 
headquartered in Tampa, awarded $5,000.00 
to the College of Law for a scholarship 
honoring State Senator Arthenia Joyner, a 
1968 graduate of the original FAMU College 
of Law.  The scholarship will be awarded 
to a female law student who received an 
undergraduate degree from FAMU.
Pictured left to right: Deveron Gibbons, 
Vice President of Public Affairs & Business 
Development for Amscot Financial; Ian 
MacKechnie, Chairman & CEO, Amscot 
Financial; Senator Arthenia Joyner, 
D-Tampa; LeRoy Pernell, Dean, College 
of Law; and Mildred Graham, Director of 
Development and Alumni Affairs Director, 
College of Law.
Valerie Hendriex, vice president, Senior 
Community Development Officer at 
Wells Fargo (center), presented a $10,000 
commemorative check to College of 
Law Dean LeRoy Pernell (second from 
left).  The funds were designated for a 
mortgage foreclosure workshop through 
the FAMU Legal Clinic under the direction 
of Associate Professor Ann Marie Cavazos 
(right).  Also pictured: Mildred Graham, 
College of Law Director of Development 
and Alumni Affairs (left) and Eunice 
Cassuade-Garcia, visiting instructor and 
coordinator of the FAMU Housing Clinic 
(second from right).
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The College of Law provides a variety of need-based 
and merit-based scholarships.  Depending on the 
scholarship criteria, a student may be recommended 
for a scholarship by a law school faculty member or 
administrator, or may be self-nominated.
For several years the College of Law has sought to 
recognize both the scholarship recipient and the donor 
by hosting the annual Scholars Luncheon in November. 
At this exclusive event, scholarship recipients are 
provided the opportunity to engage with donors 
and invited guests, and gain additional information 
regarding the formation of a particular scholarship.
The College of Law awarded more than $25,000 in 
endowed and annual scholarships.  The 2011-2012 
College of Law Scholarship Recipients included:
Denise Cespedes, Second-year
Holland & Knight Scholarship
Raychelle Tasher, Second-year
Gwendolyn Sawyer Cherry, Esquire, Endowed 
Scholarship
Stephanie Hampton, Third-year
Henry Latimer Scholarship
Percy King, Third-year
Jackson Lewis LLP Scholarship
Kelman Harrell, Second-year
Christopher Monts Scholarship
Aisha White, Second-year
Sara Simmons Endowed Scholarship
Zekiah Wright, Second-year
Holly Marie Stutz Memorial Scholarship
The University Club of Orlando Foundation hosted 
the 2011 Scholarship Recipient Dinner in early 
October to recognize academic and community service 
achievements of students from five Orlando-area 
institutions, including the FAMU College of Law.  Each 
institution received $10,000 to distribute to qualifying 
students based.  Six recipients from the College of Law 
were honored, garnering the most recipients among the 
represented institutions.
The recipients included: 
Cindy Campbell, First-year; 
Alexandria Gordon, First-year; 
Shana Bell, First-year; 
Katrice Peterson, Third-year; 
Jamel Marshall, First-year; and 
Richard Martin, First-year.
Promoting Legal Education through Scholarship
Scholarship recipient 
Raychelle Tasher (fourth 
from left) with Dean 
LeRoy Pernell (far 
right) and members of 
Sigma Gamma Rho 
Sorority, Inc., sponsors 
of the Gwendolyn 
Sawyer Cherry, Esquire 
Endowed Scholarship.
Alumnus and Donor Christopher Monts (‘07, left to right) with Kelman Harrell and Dean LeRoy Pernell
FAMU Plaza
You have a great opportunity to document your days at 
the FAMU College of Law; to honor a family member, 
a recent graduate, or a future law student; to place your 
corporate or individual name on a brick that will be 
permanently installed at the FAMU Plaza at the College 
of Law.  The FAMU Plaza Walkway will pave the way 
for future scholarships, programs and activities that 
will affect the lives of the more than 700 law students 
attending the College of Law each year.  You and other 
alumni, friends and supporters can make sure the College 
of Law continues to fulfill its mission of educating 
tomorrow’s legal professionals.  Place your name among 
the many FAMU College of Law supporters by ordering 
your personalized commemorative brick along the FAMU 
Plaza Walkway!  Commemorative bricks are $100.00 
each and may feature up to 20 characters on three lines.
Please visit http://law.famu.edu to download the brochure, 
or call (407) 254-3266 for additional information
The
Daisy Lynum, City of Orlando Commissioner, District 5, (second from 
right) is presented with a commemorative brick from third-year law 
student Tremaine Reese, Student Bar Association President, (second 
from left), with FAMU College of Law Dean LeRoy Pernell (left) and 
Thomas Haynes, FAMU Vice President of University Advancement at 
the Grand Opening of the FAMU Plaza at the College of Law.
Walkway
November 2011
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Orlando, FL 32801
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